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Superintendent’s Community Council Meeting Minutes 

January 16, 2019 
 

I. Welcome:  Dr. Burdick welcomed the group and thanked everyone for being there.  
The group introduced themselves.  The group welcomed new member, Lisa Tibbits, 
who will be taking Cathy Malina’s spot on the Council.  

• I saw a sign that there’s a high school at Carefree Church – is this true?  
Yes, the principal is a teacher and they have limited enrollment. 

• Does this high school at the church have to take state assessments – no, 
parochial schools do not have to take state assessments. 

• Do charter schools have to take state assessments – yes. 
• There is a new development going up in the DVUSD boundary with 

approximately 1000 homes.  The builder came to CCUSD to see if we could 
incorporate this subdivision into our district.  We said yes, but it would have 
to go to the DVUSD Board – who said no.  DVUSD also said they don’t 
have room in their closest schools for the children of this development.  
CCUSD has the closest schools to this development.  The students are 
going to be split between Wildfire and Mountain Trails in DVUSD but can 
apply for Open Enrollment in CCUSD.   

• Since 2004, CCUSD has had an agreement that our buses go into 
Whispering Hills to pick up those students from DVUSD. 

 
II. School Start Times:  The group discussed school start times and reviewed the 
“knowns”.  The group also reviewed the Superintendent’s Student Cadre poll  

• Knowns:   
 Elementary students waiting in the dark for buses 
 Older siblings not home to watch younger siblings 
 Work schedules 
 Athletic schedules 
 EVIT 
 No additional dollars to add buses 

 
CSHS Superintendent’s Student Cadre (2017-18): 
Pros Cons Solutions 
   
Robson approves Later release Add days 
Studies show this age group 
functions better later in the day 

Buses Shrink breaks 

Students can work Students can’t watch 
younger siblings 
 
 

30 minutes late start 
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Pros Cons Solutions 
More Sleep Longer days – less time 

for work, sports & 
homework 

 

 Too much change  
 

 Other districts on different 
schedules for sports 

 

 Less homework time  
 Job schedule  
 Other districts on different 

schedules for sports 
 

 Less homework time  
 Job schedule  

 
Discussion:  Studies have shown, and this group has discussed, that adolescents perform 
better with a later start to school due to their sleep cycle.   

• What is later?  After 8am 
• Currently some freshmen catch the bus at 6:25 and some 8th graders catch the bus 

at 6:55 – some are earlier. 
• New buses (55) were purchased with bond money to replace the aging buses.  

Those aging buses were kept for parts.  The new buses make a complete run two 
(2) times per day (high school/middle school and then elementary).  Some buses 
have a transfer in the DO parking lot having those students continue on to middle 
school. 

• A bus costs approximately $150k – if we doubled our buses, we could move start 
times to an average time. 

• We’ve had phone calls that some buses have 2 or 3 students in them – CCUSD 
receives money from the state for the miles we drive, regardless of the ridership.   

• A lot of the time constraints are driven by the high school schedule. 
• This is not the first time this subject has come to this group.  Principals have spoken 

to teachers, site councils and PTOs in the past.  We wanted to start here again and 
work our way out. 

• EVIT is another known.  CSHS students will need to travel to their EVIT classes – 
most in Mesa – they would have to take zero hour and would need 4 hours at CSHS 
before they leave for EVIT. 

• Going to try to have some EVIT classes at DAMS for the first of the year, but things 
need to be put in place beforehand.  Need 15 students signed up for a course – 
technology could start at DAMS, but not culinary (that would be a total renovation of 
the DAMS kitchen).  If classes were at DAMS – there would be no need for zero 
hour. 

• One member asked if the students have the ability to pick their schedule.  As long 
as they have all their courses and credits in.   

• Another member offered:  They’ve been going to school at this time forever – it’s 
great training for the real world. 

• Dr. Burdick added that approximately 850 students (45%) at CSHS participate in a 
sport – or two.  The earliest time to leave for an away game is 12:30pm – the latest 
is 3:30pm (Varsity Football).  Some parents have offered that they do not want their 
student missing their academics to leave for a sport. 

• Some teachers work (a second job) or take classes after school.   
• One member asked how many school districts are changing to later times in the 

United States – Some schools on the East Coast and some schools in Texas.  
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Another example is if the district is a union district – only have high school – they 
could start whenever they wanted (Phoenix Union was the example) – there is 
nothing like that around us. Some students at Phoenix Union are given tokens to 
ride the city bus/light rail to school.   

• Several members offered that, where they’re from, if you live within 2 miles of the 
school, transportation is not provided – you have to walk or ride a bike. 

• A member offered that she read about Sunnyside School District in Tucson – they 
have a late start on Wednesdays (for teacher professional development) and the 
middle school has an 8:35 to 3:45 schedule on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday.   

• There are also pre-requisites that have to be taken at CSHS – especially for those 
students taking IB and AP classes.  Those classes generally grow because the 
teachers don’t want the students to miss out on a pre-requisite.  Teachers are always 
asked if they can take another student – students just aren’t placed in the class.    
This increases class size.  Math and Science classes follow coursework.   

• Dr. Miller added that CSHS is looking at Pre AP for next year and it may level out 
the class size. 

• Dr. Burdick said she felt bad bringing up this topic again – since we cannot afford to 
fix it but we’re always looking for a solution. 

• A member added that students just need to go to bed early so they can wake up 
early. 

• A member asked what if the younger students go earlier – we have had feedback 
that parents don’t want them waiting at the bus stop in the dark and the older sibling 
would not be home when the younger student gets home.  

• $6M would solve the problem! 
 
Strategic Plan: 

• The 2016-2019 Strategic Plan is coming to a close.   
• Dr. Burdick will report to the board on January 28, 2019 for this last semester. 
• CCUSD’s strategic plan is 3 years because the world is changing so fast – 

Administration felt it would be outdated if it were a 5 year plan. 
• CCUSD is going to start gathering data again from our councils and school 

committees.  All data collected will go to the “Innovation Committee” for 
recommendation to the Superintendent for a 2020-2023 Strategic Plan.  

The group was given the question:  “What does the perfect school look like?” – They 
reported out.  Their information is below: 
 
Small class sizes – less than 20 
Comprehensive Arts program (possibly every school) 
Comprehensive agricultural and equine horsemanship riding program 
Improve recycling (science of recycling) 
More diverse levels (academic) for different skills of students 
More counselors at every school 
More buses 
Better furniture (maybe kids design) 
Alternatives to discipline 
A pill for mean girls 
Some sort of limits in understanding of phones and social media 
Aesthetically pleasing campuses (pond, stream, rest/exercise areas) 

 
 
Fairly paid teachers and staff 
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1 to 1 technology for students 
Strong broadband 
Social/emotional health is attended to – curriculum and staffing i.e. Counselors, psych, 
etc. 
Low/reasonable class sizes 
Engaging, safe playground spaces – perhaps playground leader to teach activities 
Curriculum that is engaging, creating and encourages critical thinking 
Creativity and problem solving every day 
Interpersonal skills are taught and practices – conversation, team work 
Writing skills focus 

 
Financial education 
Life Skills education 
Environmentally friendly 
Small class size 
Developmentally appropriate 
Counselor/social worker at every school 
Legal education 
No funding issues 
Various learning environments/options 
More money for teachers 

 
Cafeterias with healthy, delicious foods (maybe partnership with healthy restaurant) 
Bright, happy physical spaces – Aesthetically pleasing 
Flexible spaces for seating 
Safe schools 

 
IV. Updates: 

• Budget: 
• Enrollment: 

 
V. 2018-19 Topics 
 
 
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 
September 10 – October 15 – November 14**(W), 2018 

January 16(W) – February 13**(W) - March 18 20 (New Date Wednesday)*   
April 15, 2019 

  
*Joint Meeting with CSHS Student Cadre 

 
 
 

                Get social with CCUSD 
        

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/CaveCreekUSD/
https://www.instagram.com/cavecreekusd93/
https://twitter.com/cavecreekusd93
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCztKhD6SeXLhU1vAHhSr9ZQ
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